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But if any human being earnestly desire to push on to new discoveries instead of 
just retaining and using the old; to win victories over Nature as a worker rather than 
over hostile critics as a disputant; to attain, in fact, clear and demonstrative 
knowledge instead of attractive and probable theory; we invite him as a true son of 
Science to join our ranks. 

[Bacon, Novum Organum, Prefatio. 1620] 


At a meeting held at the Freemason’s Tavern Great Queen Street [London], Novr. 
13, 1807, present Mr. Arthur Aikin, Mr. William Allen, Dr. W. Babington, Count 
de Bournon, Mr. Davy, Dr. Franck, Mr. G. B. Greenough MP, Mr. Knight, Dr. J. 
Laird, Mr. Parkinson, and Mr. Richard Phillips, Resolved, That there be forthwith 
instituted a Geological Society for the purpose of making Geologists acquainted with 
each other, of stimulating their zeal, of inducing them to adopt one nomenclature, of 
facilitating the communication of new facts, and of ascertaining what is known in 
their science, & what remains to be discovered. 
[extract from Minutes of the first meeting; Geological Society Archives OM1] 


1846 January 21: Sedgwick is at work attempting to show that we are all wrong, and 
that all North Wales (!), I think, and all South Wales—Cardigan and 
Carmarthenshire—is Upper Silurian. He vows that Aberystwyth is Ludlow. I flared 
up the other night, after his paper at the Geological when he said that that was now 
the case, and thus we must not leave him the shadow of a leg to stand on. He is not 
content with the Cambrian, and so, gulping it down, he wheels about ten times, and 
turns it all in Upper Silurian. 

[in letter from A. C. Ramsey to W. T. Aveline, 31 January 1846; In: Gerxie, A. 
1895, Memoir of Sir A. C. Ramsey, Macmillan, p. 77. 
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145, p. 137 Instead of the present text, the first two lines of the last paragraph should read ‘In the Scamander 
Mineral Field of Tasmania, Ruxton and Plummner observed that mineralization is zonally 
distributed . . .’. 

145, p. 237 The Caption to Fig. 2 should conclude with the following statement: ‘This Figure is adapted from 
the original interpretations made by N. Kuzemko and R. Tachon during their MSc project work ‘Basin 
Evolution and Dynamics’ at Royal Holloway and Bedford New College, University of London’. 

145, p. 672 Loch Etive to Lochaber section, line 24. The following words should be inserted after Subgroups 
‘is locally absent and nowhere is the top of the Blair Atholl Supergroup.’ 

145, p. 675 Figure 8 is the wrong figure. The correct figure is given below. (The caption was printed 
correctly). 
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